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SURVIVORS OF MODERN SLAVERY IN PRISONS: THE BLIND SPOT OF THE UK ANTI-SLAVERY REGIME 

 

November 2022 

 

Invitation to our study 

 

If you have experienced modern slavery and been in prison in the UK, we would like to invite 

you to participate in this research project. The research is aimed to better understand what 

happens to people with lived experience of modern slavery in the prison system in the UK and 

whether they receive the support they require. Our goal is to influence a change in the rules, 

standards, and practices to identify and support survivors of modern slavery who enter the 

prison system in the UK. 

 

Who are we? 

 

The persons conducting this research are Marija Jovanovic, a Lecturer in Essex Law School 

at the University of Essex, and Patrick Burland Senior Project Officer from the UK office of the 

International Organization for Migration (“IOM”). IOM is part of the United Nations system 
and is the leading intergovernmental organization in the field of migration. It provides 
support and humanitarian assistance to migrants across the world, including refugees 
and internally displaced people, and is guided by the principle that humane and orderly 
migration benefits migrants and society.  
 

 

Do I have to take part? 

 

You should only participate if you want to; choosing not to take part will not disadvantage you 

in any way. Before you decide whether you want to take part, it is important for you to read 

the following information carefully and discuss it with others if you wish. Ask us if there is 

anything that is not clear or if you would like more information. 

 

What is the purpose of this study?  

 

Between July 2022 and June 2023 we are conducting research to better understand what 

happens to people with lived experience of modern slavery in the prison systems of the UK. 

We want to learn whether they are correctly identified as survivors of modern slavery, and 

what kind of support, if any, is offered to them during and after the prison sentence.  

 

What the research entails for participants 

 

Participants are invited to be interviewed by a researcher working on the study. The interviews 

should each last approximately 60 minutes. Participants will be asked questions about their 

experiences while in prison in the UK. The interviews will be conducted either in person at the 

premises of Hibiscus initiatives, or virtually using online video calling applications such as 

Microsoft Teams or Zoom, at a time most convenient for participants. The participants are 

invited to specify whether they prefer the in-person or on-line format of the interview, when 
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they reply to the letter of invitation. For interviews that take place on-line, the participants will 

be able to choose to have only audio recording. Those participants taking part in in-person 

interviews are entitled to reimbursement for travel expenses in the amount of £15. 

 

Are there any risks from participating in the research 

 

The interview questions are designed to ensure that participating in this research is not likely 

cause any disadvantages or discomfort. However, should the discussion of personal 

experiences cause any distress or trigger traumatic memories, the researcher will stop the 

interview and, with the consent of the participant, inform Hibiscus Initiatives or the organisation 

which is supporting the participant, whose staff are trained to provide support to and have a 

strong track record of engaging with vulnerable subjects. They will be able to signpost or refer 

the participants to appropriate counselling services. 

 

Furthermore, any personal data provided by participants will be used in an anonymized way 

in any publication or presentation of the research findings, to protect the participants’ identity. 

Pseudonyms will be used if attributing quotes to the survivors of human trafficking in the 

research report. 

 

Informed consent 

 

Should you agree to take part in this research, you will be asked to provide a signed electronic 

consent form before an on-line interview commences a paper consent form before a face-to-

face interview commences for the purpose of data collection. 

 

Withdrawal 

 

Your participation is voluntary and you will be free to withdraw from the project at any time 

without giving any reason and without penalty. If you wish to withdraw, you simply need to 

notify the person who interviewed you, namely the principal investigator or the co-investigator 

(see contact details below). If you withdraw, your data will be destroyed.  

 

Please note that it may not be possible to destroy your data if we receive your request to 

withdraw only after your data was already anonymized and used in a research publication or 

presentation..  

 

What information will be collected?  

 

We will collect your responses to the interview questions by recording the interview where we 

ask the questions and you give your responses. The in-person interviews will be recorded on 

Dictaphones. For interviews that take place online, the participants will be able to choose to 

have only audio recording. The information collected will be about your knowledge and 

experiences of the treatment available to those with lived experience of modern slavery in 

prison in the UK. Any information we collect will be anonymised in the publication or 

presentation of the research findings, to ensure that specific individuals with lived experience 

of modern slavery who have been prison in the UK will not be identifiable. 
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Data collected during the research will also include the name, job title and organisation and 

contact details of each participant. These are necessary during the study for analysis of the 

information collected and in case we need to contact participants about the research. These 

data will only be available to the researchers in the project and will be destroyed after the end 

of the study.  

 

The information we collect will be essential for us to fulfil our research aims and to publish 

the findings of our study. 

 

What is the legal basis for using the data and who is the Data Controller?  

 

Our legal basis for using the data will be informed consent. If you were interviewed by Dr 

Marija Jovanovic], the Data Controller is the University of Essex, and the contact is the Data 

Protection Officer (dpo@essex.ac.uk). If you were interviewed by Dr Patrick Burland, the Data 

Controller is IOM, and the contact is IOM UK’s Data Protection Focal Point Alexia Scarlett 

ascarlett@iom.int. 

 

How will my information be stored?  

 

Your personal data will be securely stored and accessible only to the members of the research 

team directly involved in the project, and professional transcribers retained by the University 

of Essex for the purposes of producing written transcripts of recorded interviews.  Original 

paper files (i.e. signed consent forms) will be kept separately from the collected data. They 

will initially be kept in locked filing cabinets in offices at the University of Essex and IOM until 

they can be digitized and then subsequently destroyed. Audio-visual data will be captured 

using password protected laptops and mobile phones and dictaphones. Digital data will be 

encrypted and sent electronically using secure Wi-Fi and VPNs to the University of Essex’s 

file server, which is encrypted and backed up nightly. This encrypted digital data will also be 

stored on IOM’s secure file server and specifically stored in folders only accessible to the Co-

Investigator. Once the data is safely housed on the Essex and IOM file servers, it will be 

deleted from less secure devices (e.g. mobile phones and dictaphones). Transcribers will be 

required to sign confidentiality agreements and will destroy their copies of the data once 

transcription is complete. 

 

What will happen with the information collected through this research?  

 

The information collected through this research will be used to publish a public research report. 

All of the information which has been collected will be used in an anonymized way in  any 

publication or presentation of the research findings, such that no participant can be identified. 

The research team will be happy to provide a copy of the research report to all the participants. 

Anonymised information collected through this research will also be used in academic articles 

and conference papers. 

 

The anonymised transcripts from interviews with key informants will be deposited in the 

University of Essex’s Research Data Repository and the UK Data Archive so they will be 

mailto:dpo@essex.ac.uk
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available for future research by other individuals. This data will be stored on the University of 

Essex’s Research Data Repository for 10 years. We will also deposit the data created with the 

UK Data Archive. The research team will prepare the final documentation of the data in 

accordance with the UK Data Archive’s study-level data documentation guidance, which 

provides details of the research context and design, data collection methods and data 

preparation. 

 

If your interview was conducted by Dr Patrick Burland of IOM, the personal data collected will 

be processed in accordance with the IOM Data Protection Principles, which are available on 

the IOM website. 

 

Concerns and complaints 

 

If you have any concerns about any aspect of the study or you have a complaint, and your 

interview had been conducted by Dr Marija Jovanovic of University of Essex: 

 

- in the first instance please contact Dr Jovanovic directly (see contact details below). If 

you are still concerned or you think your complaint has not been addressed to your 

satisfaction, please contact the Director of Research in the principal investigator’s 

department (see below). If you are still not satisfied, please contact the University’s 

Research Governance and Planning Manager, Sarah Manning-Press: 

Address: Research & Enterprise Office, University of Essex, Wivenhoe Park, 

CO4 3SQ, Colchester. 

Email: sarahm@essex.ac.uk.  

Phone: +44 (0) 1206-873561 

 

 

If you have any concerns about any aspect of the study or you have a complaint, and your 

interview had been conducted by Dr Patrick Burland of IOM: 

 

 

- In the first instance please contact Dr Burland directly (see contact details below). If 

you are still concerned or you think your complaint has not been addressed to your 

satisfaction, please contact IOM UK’s Data Protection Focal Point Alexia Scarlett 

ascarlett@iom.int . 

 

 

Funding 

 

The research is funded by the Arts and Humanities Research council through the Modern 

Slavery Policy and Evidence Centre. The project will be conducted over a period of one year 

between July 2022 and June 2023. 

 

Ethical approval 

This project has been reviewed on behalf of the University of Essex’s, Ethics Sub-Committee 

2 Ethics Committee and had been given approval.. 

mailto:sarahm@essex.ac.uk
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Contact details 

 

Principal investigator 

Dr Marija Jovanovic, University of Essex, Email: marija.jovanovic@essex.ac.uk. Phone: +44 

(0) 7307724324 

 

 

Co-investigator 

Dr Patrick Burland, International Organization for Migration,  

International Organization for Migration UK, Heron House, 10 Dean Farrar Street, London, 

SW1H 0DX. Email: pburland@iom.int Phone: +44 (0) 20 78116062 

 

 

Director of Research Law 

Professor Stavroula Karapapa, University of Essex, Email: s.karapapa@essex.ac.uk, Phone: 

+44 (0) 1206 873761 

 

University of Essex Research Governance and Planning Manager 

Sarah Manning-Press, Research & Enterprise Office, University of Essex, Wivenhoe Park, 

CO4 3SQ, 

Colchester. Email: sarahm@essex.ac.uk. Phone: +44 (0) 1206-873561 

mailto:pburland@iom.int
mailto:s.karapapa@essex.ac.uk

